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Transparency of the Legislative Process

• Digital Workflow

guarantees quick availability of parliamentary documents

• Presentation on the Webpage

ensures the visibilty for the general public



Digital Workflow
Legislative Documents electronically available in the Website
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Bill adopted by the National Council ... 

Corrections



• Since 1996: parliamentary documents  

• Since 1999: documents of the pre-parliamentary appraisal procedure

• 2001: "Implementing digital workflow" project, trial operations started

• Since 2004: digital workflow
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Online availability on www.parlament.gv.at



• creating one continuous electronic production channel with a uniform layout

• building up on existing infrastructure (Parliament: Oracle databases) 

• reducing the total costs of parliamentary business

• ensuring the high quality requirements for parliamentary business

7 REPUBLIK ÖSTERREICH  Parlament

Objectives of the digital workflow
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2002       2003       2004

Legal Enactments
(Parliament)

8%

70%

100%

2004

Publication –

on the Internet
(Federal Chancellery)

2002       2003       2004

Government Bills
(Federal Chancellery)

Statistics 2002–2004

5%

82%

100% 100%
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Bill adopted by National Council



10 REPUBLIK ÖSTERREICH  Parlament

Comparison of different electronic versions
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Models for committee reports

suggested layouts
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Examples for Layouts

1. Title

2. Introduction

3. Paragraph



Advantages of the digital workflow
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1. Speed

Bills and Reports are within 24 to 72 hours on the Internet.



2. Automatically generated information via e-mail
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3. Consolidated version on the Internet

Substantial changes in the administrative work 



4. Savings potential per year: 60 tons of paper
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320 meter high 60 tons of paper (A4)
1.200 meter high



History of the documents
Presentation of the law making procedure on the webpage



Parlamentary materials collection – Database
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Click

Click

Click

Old webpage – many clicks



• Perception

• Design

• Implementation

• Use

• Communication

(Jane Fontain & Alexander Schellong)
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Enacted technology
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New webpage – less clicks

Search tool
with filters



Graphic overview law making process – status
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1. Submission National Council

2. Committee National Council

3. Plenary sitting National Council

4. Submission Federal Council

5. Committee Federal Council

6. Plenary sitting Federal Council

7. Publication in the Federal Law Gazette
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History of the law making process
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1. Tab navigation

2. Graphic overview
law making
process;
sections can be
clicked

4. Link to the
government bill

5. Opinions to the
government bill

6. Press releases

3. Statusbox 
the latest
documents
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Stages of the procedure
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1. Submission

2. Committee

3. Plenary sitting

4. Links to 
documents



Stages of the procedure
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Each stage is
„hidden“ behind
a link
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Link to the
stenographic
protocols
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Link to 
biography

Link to the
stenographic
protocols



29 REPUBLIK ÖSTERREICH  Parlament

Hits on History Sites
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• Implementation of a digital workflow regarding other parliamentary
documents

• Open data initiative – exchange with the open data community
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Prospect (2014/15)



Any questions?

Ines.Kerle@parlament.gv.at

Ines Kerle

Head of Digital Media Department

Parliamentary Administration

1017 Vienna, Austria
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Thank you for your attention!


